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1. Returned herewith is what I taka to be the latest draft of the 
proposed mamarandua of understanding between State sod ourselves on the 
subject of grass roots political reporting. I here owsmlrWI ms aw a or aaduB 
with care and while X feel that it is in assay respects satisfactory and 
bears evidence of much careful thought and bard work, there are a few 
aspects which continue to give ns trouble and a number of questions which 
I should lilce to raise . Also — and although I should not like to propose 
additional steps which would unduly delay the conclusion of this exercise -- 
it seems to ne that in view of the considerable amount of tine mob has 
already been consumed in the development of the paper fraa its inception, 
it would be better to take the snail additional amount of time and effort 
necessary to answer the questions and make any desirable refinements then 
to close the natter out new in the interest of speed, fly concern here 
is, obviously, th at vs will probably have to live with this paper for a 
long tine once it has been completed and agreed to by both parties. 


2. At the outset and in the interest of setting the record straight, 

I should like to nabs it clear that neither I nor M r. Gordon Stewart are 
primarily responsible fear pr o pos ing this agreement | I 

| While I am. not opposed 

to our taking an a certain mount of work of the sort which is involved 
and which is outside the scope of our normal responsibilities, and on the 
contrary feel that we should do what we can in cases Where the national 
interest would clearly be served and in otreumstances where we can be of 
real assistance to the State Bapsrteenfc without undue prejudice to our own 
major responsibilities, I should like to point out that the proposal 
originated at a higher level than ay own and had its inception in an 
JffiC discussion in which the Director participated. 
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3. It Is not clear to ns why the major emphasis is placed upon an 
understanding car arrangement as between the State Department and this 
Agency in connection with the provision of asaistaaee to the State Bopartsent 
in the Held of over t political reporting. It would seem to me that other 
departments and agencies are ait least as well situated as CIA to make a 
contribution in this field, and that certain of them — most notably 
USIA — may be better situated end qualified. In fact U8IA has in the 
past engaged itself rather extensively in the obt&tnmsnt of public opinion 




Approved For Release 2003i 


\ ... „/fW- 

7 

CIA-RDP80R01731R000700460004-5 




Approved For Release 20(Sfci|{ffciA-RDP80R01731R000700460004-5 


polls sod swelling la orfer to get a ‘better focus csa what ita targets 
s hou l d be sod to Xsam tost may be the aost cri tical Issues af fec ting 
ptalsUc opinion and political thou^it. 8y,i the relatively simple devices 
of scheduling public vision sampling projects during political cwnpaignH 
<xc shortly prior to elastic®*, sad by adding or «h< y in g a few questions, 

QSZi should he able to a she * n&Jor contribution with « alnlacn of new 
effort and expense sod without expending substantially saounts 

of tiae and effort on the part of its own personnel overseas. It is noted 
that in Use present draft the capabilities and possible emtributioaa of 
XCA and the aillt a r y attaches, sore reeopsised end taken into account 
to aoas extent, but unless it is proposed that there «*M*n be «<»hw 
sgresnffixts m between State and those other departments and agencies, my 
question would still stood. 

As you nay know, the Director has been drafting a proposed 
weearaad ua to the State topartasnt on the general stoject of political 
reporting toieh vss inccoplcte at toe tiae of his recent departure for 
Burqpe, Although I hare not seen this draft, X have heard him discu ss 
it a aaaber of times and it has acetared to »e this draft sh oul d be 
exassiaed by you in order to detor®tae tosttor it contains any view cr 
recasaeadatlacs which may be either contrary or svupleeaental to the 
contents of your draft. I believe that Mr/ l ahould 25X1 

be able to oaks the Director's latest draft SVaiiahle for your exoalnatloa, 
ana avea though it may not address itself to the precise subject of ' grass 
roots reporting” it mgr bear upon this question, at least indirectly. 

i 5* 1 stor e your c oncern about the warding of subparagraph 3 on r m s f * 11, 

as this geese to a% even in its redrafted fans, to be susceptible of the 
interpretation that tbs CIA station chief will, i#oa the request of a chief 
of Blssi on, put every asset to has on the job of overt collection and 
reporting. Accordingly, X would suggest that so toe such as the 

following be substituted far the following language in the %th l i as of 
this stoparagraph "every asset to has for any type of collection”: 

i 

i 

"Such assets as to has which are adaptable to this tape 

! of collection * * 

i 

i 

J** paragraph 2b c € the Seccwnend ntdona , X would reconaeod the 
addition of langu age providing for the receipt from the other departaenta 
and agencies having ca p a bilities of a general statesaent of such capabilities 
as they toy have in the area designated as critical. 
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FRAHK Q. WISHES 
Deputy Director (Plans) 
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